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Periyar PURA: A case for
Engendering Governance

In Indian bistory, very ravely bas our
watian come across such a sitwation, all at
a time: An ascending economic trajectory,
continuously rising foreign exchange
reserves, reduced rate of inflation, global
recognition of the technological compe-
tence, energy of 340 millton youth, umbil-
ical connectivities of 20 million people of
Indian origin in various parts of the plan-
et, and the interest shown by many devel-
oped conntrics to tmvest In our engneers
und scientists including setting up of new
R&D centers

— Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam,

President of India

Nearing the sixtieth year
of Independence is rea-
son enough to stop and
reflect on the state of
affairs of the world's
largest democracy.

A billion Indians are
fast adapting to the new
found ideology of capi-
talism and a global
geconomy, outgrow-
ing the lofty ideals
of Nehruvian
socialism. The new economic policy
since 1991 has brought about an
increasing international exposure,
a growing industrial sector, rising
male and female literacy and rela-
tively low inflation leading to a
transition characterized by increas-

ing wurbanization and women
empowerment.
Many women have risen to

power, girls outperform boys in
hoard examinations, and women
head business empires with élan,
hold high profile and high salaried
jobs and are more and more visible
than they have been at any time
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outside the freedom struggle.

Yet, for all these collective indica-
tors that show growth and develop-
ment in the economy and improve-
ment in the quality of life for
women, increasing economic
inequities aggravating the rural
urban divide and feminization of
poverty are hidden in their shad-
OWS.

This article attempts to under-
stand PURA as a model exemplar
that could address the gender
issues concerning rural women
thereby help bridge the chasm of
the rural urban divide.

PURA model

President Dr. Kalam
envisaged the vision of
PURA — providing urban
amenities in rural areas
and the Prime Minister in
his Independence Day
announcement declared a
rural development pro-
gramme called
PURA. It involves
identification  of
rural clusters with
growth potential and creating four
types of connectivities for them:

® Physical connectivity which
would have a group of 15 to 25 vil-
lages linked to one another and to a
nearby town by road. Physical con-
nectivity also includes connectivi-
ties through power and transport
facilities.

W Electronic  connectivity  will
mean linking villages with modern
and reliable telecommunication
and information technology ser-
vices like public call offices, cyber
cafes, and so on.

®Knowledge connectivity would

mean establishing schools of easy
access, a higher education centre
and a hospital.

B Economic connectivity aims to
establish within this group of vil-
lages good marketing facilities so
that all the commodities and ser-
vices of daily use can be produced
and sold in these markets.

The success story of one such
PURA model called the Periyar
PURA based at Vallam Thanjavur,
Tamil Nadu, captures and reiter-
ates the importance of gender
inclusion for successful implemen-
tation of developmental pro-
gramimes.

The Periyar PURA:

Aptly named after the great
reformist of the south EVR Periyar,
who practiced and preached
women empowerment and gender
inclusion in the societal and politi-
cal activities of the nation, Periyar
PURA is quietly bringing about a
qualitative change in lives of 3 lakh
people belonging to a cluster of
around 65 villages near Vallam, in
Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu.
The hub of the Periyar PURA aetiv-
ities is Periyar Maniyammai college
of Technology for women. Yes, this
PURA complex is set up and run by
WoImen.

The Periyar PURA has health
care centres, and family welfar
centres and a mobile cancer diag
nostic clinic that provide healtl
care to the population of the rura
complex. Integrated Training pre
grammes that encompass a variel
of skills including training in prin
ing technologies, refrigeration & a
conditioning, hardware trainin
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